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JANUARY CLUB HAPPENINGS
WARAC SWAPFEST
SATURDAY- JANUARY 8, 2011
8:00AM - 2:00PM
WAUKESHA COUNTY EXPO CENTER
MORE INFO INSIDE

Club Meeting
Januray 11, 2011 7:00pm
Program: Building Nostalgic Home Brew Equipment
by Tom Nickel KC9KEP
WARAC 2-meter net
January 18 & February 1, 2011 7:00pm
MATC repeater 147.045 standard offset
127.3 Hz CTCSS

UPCOMING CLUB HAPPENINGS
Wisconsin QSO Party
Sunday March 13, 2011
2011

Wisconsin

QSO

Party

Lynn Tamblyn, K9KR
Chairman WIQP for WARAC

Paul Kirley W8TM

It is time to begin thinking about
our 32nd annual Wisconsin QSO Party,
to be held March 13, 2011, beginning
at 1 PM local WI time, and ending at 8
PM. I will be publishing a series of
three articles that I hope will encourage WARAC members to participate.
This first article is from our 2010 Outof-State Single Operator winner, Paul
Kirley, W8TM, who shows us a QRP
station can win WIQP.
Continued on pg 5

The
President's
Shack
January
2011
I’m sad to report that another club
member has become a Silent Key. Eddie
Smith, W9DYO, passed away on
December 16. Eddie just received his 20year membership award at our November
Awards Dinner. Look for an obituary for
Eddie elsewhere in this issue.
Happy New Year everyone, and I
hope you all enjoyed the holidays. Now
we can look forward to two months of
winter before the weather begins to warm
up.
But there are plenty of things
happening! During these two months are
two of our club’s major annual events of
the year – our 39th Midwinter Swapfest,
coming up this Saturday, January 8, and
the Wisconsin QSO Party on March 13.
A third major event this year is our
Homebrew Challenge, which ends at the
February 8 meeting.
Everyone’s help is needed for the
Swapfest this Saturday. Please be there
early because the busiest time is between
6:00AM and 8:00AM. This is seller
setup time, when we must be sure that
only persons with yellow admission
tickets are admitted. Don’t forget that
coffee and donuts will be available and
that everyone helping out will receive
free admission plus a free food ticket.
Also, don’t forget your HT – we will use
simplex on 147.42. See Phil’s article in
last month’s Hamtrix for more Swapfest
information.
Have you gotten started on your

Homebrew Challenge project? The big
Show and Tell wrap-up event is at the
February 8 meeting, so time is getting
short! See last September’s issue of
Hamtrix for details on the Homebrew
Challenge.
To help you get into a
homebrewing mindset, the program at
this month’s meeting is Building
Nostalgic Home Brew Equipment by
Tom Nickel, KC9KEP. If you were at
last September’s meeting, you got a
glimpse of Tom’s great work.
The
upcoming program will be a more indepth presentation by Tom. Also, go to
Tom’s website,
http://www.bignick.net/TubeRadio.htm
for a preview.
Since I missed the
September meeting, I’m really looking
forward to this one!
Make sure you clear your calendar
for Sunday, March 13.
That’s the
Wisconsin QSO Party and our club is
hosting it, as we’ve done for the last 30
years. More about this next month!
In spite of poor conditions, a
number of members participated in the
10-meter contest in December. We had a
lively wrap-up discussion at the
December meeting with input from many
participants. If you haven’t done so, be
sure to submit your log to both the ARRL
and to Chuck, WB9PUB, by January 12.
See you at the meeting!
- Tom, K9BTQ

from http://www.qsl.net/wm8c/radio_clip_art.htm

Edgar "Eddie" Smith, W9DYO
(SK)

Long time club member Edgar
“Eddie” Smith, W9DYO, became a
silent key on December 16.
Eddie was born and grew up in
West Allis, attended St Florian’s and
Roosevelt
Grade
Schools,
then
graduated from Milwaukee Juneau
High School. He got his first ham
license in 1937 when he was 16 years
old. W9DYO was the only call he ever
held.
He enlisted in the US Navy in
1942 and served for three years. He
spent most of his time in Memphis,
Tennessee, where he taught Morse
code. During his Navy years, Eddie
met his wife, Ethel, at the Milwaukee
Eagles Ballroom. They often went
roller-skating at the Palomar Skating
Rink on S 27th Street. While in the
Navy they married and had their first
daughter. They ultimately had three
daughters and one son.
After the Navy, Eddie became
employed at Cutler Hammer/Eaton
Corporation, where he was an electrical
wiring assembler for over 45 years. He
was active in the Cutler Hammer Golf
and Bowling Leagues and Rod and
Gun Club. Both he and Ethel were
also active members of the Cutler

Hammer/Eaton Card Club, where they met
many friends.
They had a lake cottage on Lazy Lake
in Fall River, WI where they loved to fish.
They had an annual party at the cottage
where many hams got together.
For many years, Eddie was the net
control station for the early session of the
Milwaukee-Florida Net, beginning around
6:00AM, conditions permitting. He was
well known in ham circles around the
Milwaukee area and was a member of
several clubs, including the Milwaukee
Radio Amateur Club, the South Milwaukee
club as well as our own WARAC. He was
also well known as a builder of amplifiers,
and his amps were used by a number of
hams
in
the
area.
Their three daughters live in Florida
where Eddie and Ethel made many family
visits and visited many of the tourist
attractions as well as Milwaukee-Florida Net
members.
He developed dementia in the last few
years of his life, but Ethel was able to care
for him at home until about a month before
he passed. He died peacefully at age 89.
Edgar and Ethel have eight grandchildren
and seven great-grandchildren.
For a little man, Edgar made a large
footprint that touched many lives.

from http://www.qsl.net/wm8c/radio_clip_art.htm

From the Editor's Desk

Hope to see you all at the swapfest.
If you have any thoughts on the newletter
let me know. I'm looking for ideas.
As
time
permitts
I
am
experimenting with an antenna hosted up
with a kite. Not an original idea since
Marconi was said to have used one in his
transatlantic experiments. I'm starting out
much smaller a pocket parafoil and
hopefully a 40 meter zepp antenna. Have
the kite and have flown it a few times
also have a Yaesu ft-817 a fine rig for
expermenting! A tuner is build so I just
need to build the antenna. Will keep you
posted on how it goes.
Frank
KA9FZR

WARAC General Meeting
Minutes
December 14, 2010
Introduction

The meeting was called to order at 7:05
PM by President, Tom Macon, K9BTQ.
There were no visitors. Overall meeting
attendance was 16.

Program

Portable Operation in the Alps, Dick
Wood,
W9JBE
Dick Wood delivered a video presentation
to the club detailing his recent expedition
to the Alps. His station consisted of a Buddipole antenna and Yaesu FT 817 QRP rig

running on its standard battery. He worked
about 2 hours and was able to make one contact. The band of choice was 17 meters, but unfortunately it was not open. Having to compete
with the big stations on 20 meters was a handicap.

Announcements

The WARAC Swapfest is January 8, 2011.
Sell advanced tickets and bring friends & family to help us out.
January program will be Building Nostalgic
Home Brew Tube Equipment, by Tom Nickel,
KC9KEP.
Reminder the Wisconsin QSO Party is March
13, 2011. All club members are encouraged to
participate.
Club dues are due!
See Chuck Craven,
WB9PUB.
Dave Schank, KA9WXN visited the West Allis
Police Department at their request to understand Amateur Radio’s role in emergency communication.

Discussion

Motion to accept the November meetings’
minutes as published in Hamtrix.
Phil Gural, W9NAW gave an update on the
Swapfest status. Members are encouraged to
sell advanced tickets and the flyers have been
distributed. Mailings have gone out to previous table vendors and orders are being processed. Let Phil know your availability to help
out. Start time for those working the Swapfest
is 5:30 AM, Saturday.
Members participating in the 10 meter contest
reported their experience. Tom Macon welcomed “show and tell” projects less than 10
minutes at any future meeting. Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Chuck Dellis, W9WLX
Secretary WARAC

2011 Wisconsin QSO Party
from pg 1

"Although
my
novice
license
WN8LBR arrived in the mail in late
1963, it wasn't until early 1964 that I
put a signal on 40 meters (still my favorite band). That spring I upgraded
to General, and then to Extra in the
summer of 1966, after the then-mandatory two years of General experience. In the fall of 1976 I chose my
current call W8TM for its CW punch.
Sadly, for many years my operating
time was limited by education, the
draft
and
employment.
When I retired in 2003 and relocated
back to my home town of Cincinnati, I
resolved to make time for radio.
Thanks to the housing bubble I'm still
renting, with just one antenna, a 40meter inverted vee that I feed with ladder line to enable multiband use and to
limit loss--a big consideration for
QRP. It's a cloud-warmer, only 32'
high at the apex, but it's decently balanced and the ladder line to my secondfloor shack is just 30' long and not
near metal. Consequently the antenna
works fairly well, particularly on 40
and at medium distances where its
high angle of radiation is a plus, like
the path from here to Wisconsin. Fortunately, my lack of a beam is not a
problem
over
that
path.
In the shack I made do with a QRP
CW-only Elecraft K1 until the summer
of 2008, when I acquired a K3 with an
internal autotuner. The impact of that
upgrade can be seen clearly in my
WiQP results, where twice I scored
nicely with the K3 running 4 watts,
after having reported nothing of note
with the K1. The K3 operates both
phone and CW, while its autotuner can
squeeze an 80 CW signal into my 40meter antenna (almost nobody hears

me on 75 SSB QRP!). A balun is
plugged directly into the K3's output
so that there is no coax in the signal
path. Several ferrites prevent RF from
bothering the K3, its linear Astron supply or the laptop running TrLog.
Over the years I have analyzed my
choice of power for various operating
events. For some, I have decided to
switch from QRP to exciter power because I got tired of not being heard.
Such a switch doubled both my QSOs
and score this year in the FlQP, despite
the smaller power multiplier. But for
other events, like the WIQP, I have
stayed with QRP since I'm able to
make enough QSOs that way. Of
course, my preferences might change,
but for now that's how things stand.
Because my father was born in
Columbia County in 1911 on a farm
outside Doylestown, I'm always happy
to find Col during the WIQP. This
year was my personal best for Col,
with one mobile and two fixed stations
in
the
log.
Thanks to all the stations who dug out
my QRP signal, and also to those who
sponsored the Out-of-State Single
Operator plaque that I have been lucky
enough to win for 2010. And I do
mean lucky, as the top scores were
pretty close together. The plaque will
be displayed prominently and is
greatly appreciated. I thank you all
and hope to work you again in future
Wisconsin QSO Parties.
Paul, W8TM.

Interesting Web site for
vanity calls, location of
call, etc.
found by Tom K9BTQ
http://www.vanityhq.com/

The Capital City Hamfest
Madison, Wisconsin
Saturday, February 12, 2011
0900 - 1300 (Vendor set-up 0800)
A FUN event for amateur radio and electronics
hobbyists... Get together, sell excess
equipment, see friends, buy gear and parts you
need, meet folks you've met on the air, and
beat the winter blues.
Memorial U.C.C. Fellowship Hall
5705 Lacy Rd, Fitchburg.
Admission - $5.
Under age 13 - Free.
Vendor Tables - $10.
Visit the website
http://www.wd8das.net/hamfest
for more information.
Thanks...
Steve WD8DAS
sbjohnston@aol.com

Some pictures from the 2010 Awards Dinner

