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JULY CLUB HAPPENINGS
July Club meeting
JULY 10, 2012
Program

QSO Party Field Day report
Elmer questions
Join us for a pre-meeting dinner
at Johnny V's Classic Cafe
1650 S 84th St at 5:00pm

WARAC 2-meter net
Wednesday at 8pm
MATC repeater 147.045 standard offset
127.3 Hz CTCSS

Club Happenings
Club Picnic July 14,2012
1:00pm Bring your own chairs
Bring a dish to pass.
Meat will be provided by Club
RSVP by 10July2012 call 414-427-0769 or 414-425-5626

Reserve
5Jan13 for our club
Swapfest
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The
President's
Shack
July
2012
By now you should have gotten your mailed
invitation to our Club Picnic on Saturday, July
14. This is our first club picnic in many years,
so let’s get together and have a good time!
Thanks to Jim Wilkins for hosting. Look for
picnic location and other details elsewhere in
this issue of Hamtrix.
We have experienced another Field Day and it
was a good one! See Chuck’s summary and
results information elsewhere in this issue. A
highlight this year was a visit by a Milwaukee
Journal-Sentinel reporter that resulted in an
article in the paper on Sunday, June 24. Thanks
to Phil, W9NAW, whose publicity efforts paid
off. Thanks to Chuck for putting together a
successful event and thanks to everyone who
participated. I hope y’all had fun with your
fellow club members!
Congratulations to Jim Wilkins on his election to
Vice President!
Jim’s “elevation” to Vice
President resulted in a vacancy on the Board so
an election was also held to fill Jim’s unfinished
Board term. Leroy Hass was elected to fill this
position. Congratulations, Leroy! And thanks to
both of these gentlemen for agreeing to run for
their offices.
Again, we will again have dinner before
upcoming meeting. Please show up at Johnny
V’s Classic Café, 1650 S. 84th St. at 5:00PM.
Please note that the time is 15 minutes earlier –
this is to make it easier to get to our club
meeting place by 6:30PM.
Don’t forget that the South Milwaukee Swapfest
is this Saturday, July 7. Club members will be
there to sell donated equipment, although the
inventory is currently a bit low. Donations are
always welcome!
And don’t forget the Nut Net Breakfast at

8:30AM on the fourth Tuesday of the month.
See you at the meeting!
Tom, K9BTQ
p.s. If you haven’t seen the Field Day article in the
Journal, it’s viewable at
http://www.jsonline.com/news/waukesha/hamoperators-use-annual-event-to-stay-sharp-pp5sl91160135995.html

From the Editor
As I write this I am glad someone invented air
conditioning! Even at 4pm it is still 104 degrees. We
had a good 4th of July. Our house is near the center of
Hales Corners so we can walk to all the festivities
around town. We usually invite family and friends to
park at our house and walk to whatever they want to
see.
The heat did seem to keep the number of people down.
I made it out to field day for a short time. Good to see
that everything was working.
Hopefully one of these years two of my hobbies will
get out of sync and not occur on the same day. Then I
could be at both of them and not have to make a
decision!
Hope to see you at the picnic
73
Frank KA9FZR
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WARAC General Meeting Minutes
June 12, 2012

Introduction
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm by President, Tom Macon, K9BTQ. Overall meeting attendance
was 16 with no visitors.

Program
The evening’s program was presented by Chuck Dellis, W9WLX, Field Day, 2012. The plans for WARAC’s
Field Day event were discussed.

Business
Motion was made and accepted to approve the May meeting minutes as published in Hamtrix.
Jim Wilkins, KC9KEQ, was nominated and elected Vice President. Leroy Haas, KC9NST, was nominated
and elected Board Member, filling the vacancy left by Jim.

Announcements
There were 6 members present at Johnny V’s for the pre-meeting dinner. The start time for the dinner has
been moved up to 5:00 and everyone is encouraged to participate.
Several members of WARAC are participants in the Nut Net. The Net takes place Monday through Saturday
at 8:15am on 3985, immediately following the Milwaukee/Florida net on 14290. Everyone is welcome.
Club hats and jackets are available through the WARAC website. Members are encouraged to order them.
The WARAC club picnic will be July 14, 2012, at Jim Wilkins’ home in Franklin. Bring a chair and dish to
pass. More details to follow.
The ARRL Foundation has indicated there is a winner of the Dave Knaus Memorial Scholarship. Details to
be announced.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Chuck Dellis, W9WLX
Secretary WARAC

XYL of Wes L. Andersen KB9DQI passed away
On June 18,2012 Shirley Anderson wife of Wesley L. Anderson, KB9DQI long time member
of WARAC went to be with her Lord.
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WARAC Board Meeting
June 26, 2012
Howard Smith called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm.
Present: Tom Macon, K9BTQ, Howard Smith, WA9AXQ, Chuck Dellis, W9WLX, Jim Wilkins, KC9KEQ,
Dave Schank, KA9WXN, Frank Humpal, KA9FZR, Leroy Haas, KC9NST.

Field Day
The WARAC Field Day event was briefly discussed. Overall it was a successful event. The food catered by
Vicky and Howard Smith was excellent and enjoyed by all. There was a brief discussion about further setup
simplification of masts.

Club Picnic
Club picnic will take place on July 14, 1:00, at Jim Wilkins’ home. There will be a mailing with RSVP to
club members. Chuck Dellis to provide mailing labels. The club will provide brats, hamburgers, buns, soda,
water, plates, napkins, and plastic silverware. Attendees will be asked to bring a dish to pass and chairs.

Swapfest
WARAC’s swapfest 2013 will be at the Waukesha Expo Center at the same pricing.
Club Operations Manual
Outstanding components of the Club Operations Manual were discussed. The writing and compilation is
ongoing.

Audits
The 2010 audit is near completion pending a few reconciliation details.

Programs
July: Open forum with Field Day wrap up and Elmer discussions. Wisconsin QSO party update may be
included depending on Lynn Tamblyn’s availability.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Chuck Dellis, W9WLX
Secretary WARAC
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Field Day 2012
By Chuck Dellis, W9WLX
FD Chairman
This year’s Field Day underwent a few changes over 2011. For the past several years, training had been a
major component of the event. Unfortunately, each year there seemed to be less interest in training. So
this year, the training theme took a hiatus and the goal was simply to get on the air and have fun. Mission
accomplished!
The station configuration was similar to previous years but antennas were simplified. All HF work was
done on wire antennas. Three dipoles were raised using only one mast and trees while the VHF station
used a second mast. This helped expedite setup and teardown and sparked discussion of what additional
designing could be done for next year. A handful of digital Q’s were done on the 40/15 station. This
station also experimented by using the N1MM logging program, streamlining the digital QSO workflow
and enhancing CW operation.
Chuck Dellis, W9WLX, ran the 40/15 meter station using a multi-band dipole. The 80/20 meter station
was hosted by Tom Macon, K9BTQ, using two dipoles, and lastly, the 6/2 meter station was set up by Phil
Gural, W9NAW, using 6 and 2 meter Yagis. The plans had accommodated 10 meters as well, but it failed
to show up for Field Day this year. Setup and teardown ran smoothly and W9FK was on the air at 1800Z.
Thanks to everyone who helped. The number of people pitching in makes all the difference!
Total contacts were 958 this year, up 4% over last year’s 921. 40 meters took the prize for the most Qs at
356. The most dramatic change that occurred over last year was the non-performance of the higher bands.
6 meters, which took the prize last year with 245 Q’s, turned in a mere 39. No Q’s were made on 10
meters and 15 meters turned in a wimpy 66 Q’s. No doubt the lack of band openings above 20 meters
accounted for the congestion on 20 and 40 meters. Despite having to operate primarily between 3.5 and
14.350 MHz, the team still made more Q’s than last year. Dick Barcz, WR9Y, and Doug Awe, N9VA,
made a significant number of QSO’s helping the team achieve their overall total. Thanks Dick and Doug.
Band
80
40
20
15
6
2
Total

CW
31
214
134
40
0
0
419

Phone
194
124
125
25
39
8
515

RTTY PSK31 Total
0
0
225
9
9
356
5
0
264
0
1
66
0
0
39
0
0
8
14
10
958

The WARAC event had a very nice piece published in the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel on Sunday
morning. Thanks to Phil Gural for working with reporter Paul Gores to get the interview. Tom Barnum,
KC9ALL, from the Red Cross paid the site a visit. It was great seeing Tom again and valuing his
continued interest in the role Amateur Radio plays.
Howard Smith, WA9AXQ and XYL Vicky prepared the food this year. The fare was excellent and
included Jim White’s famous chili, hamburgers, brats, and brownies. Howard and Vicky—thank you!
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Another event successfully catered and hope you never get tired of putting on the feast! Special thanks
to Tom Macon, Phil Gural, and Howard Smith for taking the lead on site pre-planning and to Phil Gural
for securing campers for two stations. Thanks to Jim Kehoss, KC9RNY, for the use of his camper and
generator at the third station as well as George Dunco, AA9SR, for his generator. The good news is it
looks like the campers are already reserved for next year. Field Day 2013 planning is already underway!
The weather was near perfect, low humidity, comfortable temperatures, light wind, and no rain or
thunderstorms—just like last year. Wouldn’t it be great to have that same weather again next year along
with a little more cooperation from old Sol? See you at Field Day 2013!
73, Chuck W9WLX
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Tidbits
Member’s Son Receives Award
On June 11 it was announced that high school math teacher Michael Tamblyn was named by President
Obama as one of 97 math and science teachers to receive the prestigious Presidential Award for Excellence
in Mathematics and Science Teaching. Mike Tamblyn is son of Lynn, K9KR, and teaches at Whitewater
High School.
Mike made a trip to Washington to receive his award last week. He was accompanied on the trip by Dad
Lynn and Mom Joanne.
Recipients also receive a $10,000 award from the National Science Foundation to be used at their
discretion. There was one other Wisconsin recipient of the award, Kara Pezzi, a science teacher in Appleton.

Officers and Board
President
Tom Macon, K9BTQ
Vice President
Jim Wilkins, KC9KEQ
Secretary
Chuck Dellis, W9WLX
Treasurer
Howard Smith WA9AXO

NEW club jackets and hats!
Go to club Web site and click on
The GOLD MEDAL IDEAS block
For more info

Directors
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
Dave Schank, KA9WXN
Leroy Haas KC9NST
Newsletter Editor
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
fhump@milwpc.com
Webmaster
Tom Macon, K9BTQ
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