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SEPTEMBER CLUB HAPPENINGS
September Club meeting
September 11, 2012
Program
Live D-Star demo
by Dave Schank KA9WXN
Join us for a pre-meeting dinner
at Johnny V's Classic Cafe
1650 S 84th St at 5:00pm

WARAC 2-meter net
Wednesday at 8pm
MATC repeater 147.045 standard offset
127.3 Hz CTCSS

Club Happenings
Reserve
November 11, 2012
Annual Awards Dinner
See Flyer inside on page 8

Reserve
Jan 5, 2013 for our club
Swapfest

NEW club jackets and hats!
Go to club Web site and click on
The GOLD MEDAL IDEAS block
For more info

1

The
President's
Shack
September
2012
As we move into Fall, it’s time to think about
our Annual Awards Dinner.
The dinner
committee, consisting of Howard, WA9AXQ,
Chuck-1, WB9PUB and Chuck-2, W9WLX, has
not only been thinking about it, they have
preliminary planning mostly done. The dinner
will be on Sunday, November 11 (Packer bye
week) and will again be again be at the Machine
Shed Restaurant in Pewaukee.
There will be something different for the
program this year. Rather than having a featured
speaker, we will be serenaded by a Barbershop
Quartet So plan on attending our Dinner. Even
though it’s a couple months off, you can sign up
now! See the flyer`/sign-up sheet in this issue.
News Flash! The 2012 Wisconsin QSO Party
results are now available on our website. As you
may recall, this years QSO Party happened in
the wake of a solar storm. Lynn’s write-up
provides insights into the effect o this as well as
other aspects of our contest. Thanks, Lynn for
your hard work organizing our QSO Party and
also for compiling the results. Lynn has been
doing this for over 25 years!
Next year’s WIQP will be on March 10, 2013.
It’s not too early to start thinking about your
operating strategy for the 2013 party, especially
if you’re thinking of new antennas or going
mobile. You don’t want to be putting this stuff
together in the middle of winter, right?
The program for the September meeting will be
a live D-Star demo by Dave Schank, KA9WXN.
Although Dave told us about D-Star about a year
ago, this program will feature a live demo.

Got ideas for programs you’d like to see?
open for suggestions – please let me know!

We’re

Again, don’t forget our before-meeting dinner at
Johnny V’s Classic Café, 1650 S. 84th St. at 5:00PM.
Everybody’s welcome!
See you at the meeting! Bring a friend!
Tom, K9BTQ

From the Editor
It's September and my last month to have a full time
job. I will be retired at the end of the month. I just got
back from a trip down to Tuscalossa, AL. My
youngest son moved down there last spring after he got
his first job out of college. This was our first visit to
his new home town. Rumors of high humidity are true
at least during the time we were down there.
I had taken my QRP rig down to see if I could get on
the air. I did set it up one night inside his apartment. I
was able to hear some signals on 40 meters but didn't
try for any QSO's . It was to hot to go outside and we
were to busy most of the time. I will have to continuel
my antenna experiments with different antennas and
decide what design requirements are the most
important to me. Can't have them all!
I replaced my totaled motorcycle, so I have a new
to play with. I will see if I can use it for carrying
QRP radio stuff. It might be a good excuse to get
and experment. I will keep the club posted if I find
anything interesting.
Frank KA9FZR
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WARAC General Meeting Minutes

August 14, 2012

Introduction
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by President, Tom Macon, K9BTQ.
Program
The evening’s program was a recorded presentation, Cycle 24 Update by Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA. The
program was originally presented to the Potomac Valley Radio Club in July 2012.
Business
The following suggestions were made in an effort to improve the club picnic experience:
Announce arrival and food serving times
Better publicize the picnic to the membership
Better set the expectations for items to bring, food decisions, chairs, etc.
If there are other suggestions, please let a board member know.
Future program suggestions:
EchoLink
PSK
ARES
Weather presentation
Motion was made and accepted to approve the July meetings minutes as published in Hamtrix.
The Wisconsin QSO Party results are not yet available. Watch the WARAC website for publication.
Tyler Lehman, KC9FKE, is the recipient of the 2012 David Knaus Memorial Scholarship. The information is
now published on the WARAC website.
The annual WARAC awards dinner will take place this year on November 11. Watch for more details in
Hamtrix.
Next month’s program will be a live demo of D-Star presented by Dave Schank, KA9WXN.
Announcements
Bob Zach, KC9AGX, and Dick Wood, W9JBE, are heading to Wyoming on a trout fishing trip. Please reach
out for an update QSO on The Milwaukee Florida Net, 6-8 am CDT, 14.290, or at 1:00 pm CDT, 14.305, or
on The YL net, 14.332.
There were 10 members present at Johnny V’s for the pre-meeting dinner. The dinner starts at 5:00 and
everyone is encouraged to participate.
Reminder—the Nut Net breakfast takes place on the 4th Tuesday of the month at Genesis restaurant,
Highway 100 and Beloit Rd, 8:30am.
An antenna and tower were donated to the club. Please see Phil Gural, W9NAW, for details.
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September 15, is the date for the Radio Expo in Belvedere, Illinois.
NAQP phone contest will take place this weekend.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:52 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Chuck Dellis, W9WLX
Secretary WARAC

WARAC Board Meeting
August 28, 2012

Howard Smith called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.
Present: Tom Macon, K9BTQ, Howard Smith, WA9AXQ, Chuck Dellis, W9WLX, Jim Wilkins, KC9KEQ,
Dave Schank, KA9WXN, Leroy Haas, KC9NST, Frank Humpal, KA9FZR.
Wisconsin QSO Party
The 2012 Wisconsin QSO Party results are complete. The information will be published on the WARAC
website shortly.
Club Operations Manual
Tom Macon will send an email to the responsible authors listing the remaining items that need to be written
for the club operations manual.
Audits
The audits for 2010 and 2011 are in progress. Some minor account reconciliations are outstanding. Dave
Schank shared an example of a membership renewal form.
Programs
September: D-Star, Dave Schank, KA9WXN
October: ARRL Membership Benefits
Mobile HF operation is a potential program with EchoLink and Digital Operations slated for future programs.
Please continue to promote the 2 meter net on Wednesdays at 8:00 pm, 147.045, PL127.3
There was discussion about updating the club banners. Several ideas were proposed and costs are being
investigated. Jim Wilkins will design a promo piece to solicit new members. Further discussion will take
place during the draft review.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Chuck Dellis, W9WLX
Secretary WARAC
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Membership Participation in 2012 Wisconsin QSO Party.
Now that the results are out, it is time again for my annual report on how WARAC club members did in the
33rd club sponsored WQP. This year it was sort of a feast to famine thing – last year 20 members operated,
and this year, half of that, or only ten did.
At the club participation program that I gave in the spring, I saw a rather large show of hands from those
who said they would be participating. Turns out not true. Only three board members chose to participate.
Not going to go there, but I am certainly a bit disappointed. I would say 2012 club participation was
below my expectations. One would think with WARAC having sponsored WQP for 33 years now, that the
sponsoring club would show decent participation, in what many in the country consider the 2nd or 3rd best
state QSO party. WARAC is the sponsor, YOUR CLUB. We should see a huge number of our 50 members
participate – not just 10. This event is the BIGGEST event the club does each year - the one that gets us the
most positive comments all the time from around the USA. I personally am MOST PROUD to be chairman,
certainly even PROUDER to say our club sponsors the 2nd or 3rd most active state party in the land, and
MOST IMPORTANTLY, to participate. As an aside, if for no other reason than to be able to say that “ I
( you ) are a WARAC club member, sponsor of WQP.” I do not know why members seem not interested.
As a club WARAC scored a total of 198,656 points, which put us in 7th place this year in the WI Club
Competition, out of 27 clubs that entered.
Since this article is about WARAC participation, I will move on to the second item - to talk about individual
efforts by those 10 club members that did enter.
I did a table this year, based on entries grouped by power level, and then by score within that power level.
Our individual scores were down this year, probably due to the “80 effect” I mentioned in the results –
except for two entries – Ron, KA9JCP, and Chuck WB9PUB. Both actually made more contacts than last
year - Ron made 7 more Qs but had less multipliers, and Chuck actually increased his score by 68 percent,
due to 109 more contacts and 14 more multipliers. Chuck’s low power score needs specific mentioning, as
it put him at 15th overall in the scoring in the SOF category, right behind Tom, K9BTQ, who did 13th
overall using high power.
continualed next page

Common Shop Tools Explained
Rob Matherly, WØJRM, posted this
helpful information to the Flying Pigs QRP
Club list a while back. He later told me he
has no idea who the original author is, and
as best he can remember it was one of
those things that gets forwarded and reforwarded by e-mail ad infinitum.
I know there’re a lot of newbies to
homebrewing on the list. Perhaps they
could benefit from these explanations of
what particular tools are used for.
Drill Press: A tall upright machine
useful for suddenly snatching flat metal
bar stock out of your hands so that it
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smacks you in the chest and flings your
beer across the room, denting the freshlypainted project which you had carefully set
in the corner where nothing could get to it.
Wire Wheel: Cleans paint off bolts
and then throws them somewhere under
the workbench with the speed of light.
Also removes fingerprints and hard-earned
calluses from fingers in about the time it
takes you to say, “Oh, crap!”
Skill Saw: A portable cutting tool used
to make studs too short.
Pliers: Used to round off bolt heads.
Sometimes used in the creation of bloodblisters. (continualed bottom next page)
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SOF
SOF
SOF
SOF
SOF
SOF
SOF
SOF

396

57

45

4
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SOF

LOW power
WB9PUB 0
W9NAW 0
K9KR
58
K9IAC
0
WA9AXQ 0
W9JBE
0
AA9SR
0
KA9JCP 0
HIGH power
K9BTQ
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We all need to congratulate all of our club WIQP Club Competition entrants. Perhaps next year we will find
a lot more of our club members who choose to participate. WIQP is a lot of fun, and only 7 hours long. It
really does seem like it is over almost before it gets started, but in those 7 hours, the top participants are
doing up to 100 contacts an hour. Try it. You will like it. And then send in your entry. C U in 2013 WIQP.
Lynn K9KR
Chairman WIQP

Belt Sander: An electric sanding tool
commonly used to convert minor touch-up
jobs into major refinishing jobs.
Hacksaw: One of a family of cutting
tools built on the Ouija board principle. It
transforms human energy into a crooked,
unpredictable motion, and the more you
attempt to influence its course, the more
dismal your future becomes.
Vise-Grips: Generally used after pliers
to completely round off bolt heads. If nothing else is available, they can also be used
to transfer intense welding heat to the palm
of your hand.
Oxyacetylene Torch: Used almost
entirely for lighting various flammable
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objects in your shop on fire. Also handy for
igniting the grease inside the wheel hub out
of which you want to remove a bearing race.
Table Saw: A large stationary power
tool commonly used to launch wood projectiles for testing wall integrity.
Hydraulic Floor Jack: Used for lowering an automobile to the ground after
you have installed your new brake shoes,
trapping the jack handle firmly under the
bumper.
Band Saw: A large stationary power
saw primarily used by most shops to cut
good aluminum sheet into smaller pieces
that more easily fit into the trash can after
you cut on the inside of the line instead of

number to the nearest burn unit written on
the wall next to the phone. Sometimes useful in antenna creation.
Additions from WA8MCQ:
Battery Operated Portable Electric
Drill: Used to put holes in wrong locations
that are far from the nearest 110VAC outlet. (Wrong hole locations are not always
conveniently located.)
Hand Operated Vacuum Pump Style
Solder Sucker: A tool used to create a pile
of tiny solder bits and flakes to scatter all
over the workbench and rug. Extra points
are awarded if they fall on a piece of powered-up electronic equipment with the
cover removed. (If you have ever used one,
or even better, cleaned one, you know what
I mean.)
Diagonal Cutters (AKA Dikes): Dual
purpose tool, used to simultaneously strip
insulation and remove excess strands from
stranded wire.
CNC (Computer Controlled) Milling
Machine: Device used to snap off expensive tungsten carbide end mills and to
carve intricate patterns into the vise and
bed of the milling machine.
Anonymous Postscript:
Toolbox: Sturdy metal case holding
tools you forgot you owned, stored way in
the back under the workbench.

the outside edge.
Two-Ton Engine Hoist: A tool for
testing the maximum tensile strength of
everything you forgot to disconnect.
Phillips Screwdriver: Normally used
to stab the vacuum seals under lids or for
opening old-style paper-and-tin oil cans
and splashing oil on your shirt; but can
also be used, as the name implies, to strip
out Phillips screw heads.
Straight (Flathead) Screwdriver: A
tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes
used to convert common slotted screws
into non-removable screws and butchering
your palms.
Pry Bar: A tool used to crumple the
metal surrounding that clip or bracket you
needed to remove in order to replace a 50
cent part.
Hose Cutter: A tool used to make
hoses too short.
www.qrparci.org/
Hammer: Originally employed as a
weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is
used as a kind of divining rod to locate the
most expensive parts adjacent the object
we are trying to hit.
Utility Knife: Used to open and slice
through the contents of cardboard cartons
delivered to your front door; works particularly well on contents such as seats, vinyl
records, liquids in plastic bottles, collector
magazines, refund checks, and rubber or
plastic parts. Especially useful for slicing
work clothes, but only while in use.
S.O.B. Tool: Any tool that you grab
and throw across the garage while yelling
“SON OF A B****” at the top of your
lungs. It is also, most often, the next tool
that you will need.
Addition to the list by KB9BVN:
Mr. Blowtorch: Used to set the garage
on fire when you least expect it, also useful in detecting flammable items within
five feet of your project. Wear protective
goggles, heavy gloves, and have the phone
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PUNS
I changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's syncing now.
When chemists die, they barium.
Jokes about German sausage are the wurst.
I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid. He says he can stop any time.
How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it.
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it dawned on me.
This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, but I'd never met herbivore.
I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can't put it down.

FOR SALE
WARAC has been donated a crank up pole tower, estimated to
be 40 feet extended. The whole tower is rotated by a CDE HamM rotator mounted at the base. A winch system allows the tower
to tilt also. Antennas mounted on this tower are a 430 MHz.
ringo ranger, 9 element rotatible horizontal/vertical 2M beam
and a 2M horizontal “square-lo”. Tower is in good condition
and could be used for a digital TV antenna system “up North”,
beam antennas or a trailer mounted emergency communications
antenna system.
Please contact Phil, W9NAW, for additional information and
availability. Viewing pictures will be available at the next club
meeting. Sale proceeds go the WARAC Scholarship Fund.

Officers and Board
President
Tom Macon, K9BTQ
Vice President
Jim Wilkins, KC9KEQ
Secretary
Chuck Dellis, W9WLX
Treasurer
Howard Smith WA9AXO
Directors
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
Dave Schank, KA9WXN
Leroy Haas KC9NST
Newsletter Editor
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
fhump@milwpc.com
Webmaster
Tom Macon, K9BTQ
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