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WARAC 4th  Tuesday
Breakfast
NOTE NEW LOCATION
Several years ago there was talk

among Nut Net members that we should
get to meet each other. A breakfast get
together idea was started. It was open to
all hams, XYL/partners and anyone who
wanted to learn about amateur radio.
Even visiting OM/XYL couples joined us.

So, on the fourth Tuesday each month
at 8:30 am we meet at The Forum
Restaurant, corner of HWY 100 and
Layton, Greenfield, WI. Looking forward
to seeing you, mark your calendar.

Phil, WONAW




President’s Shack - July ‘26

Field Day is in the books for another year. As is the 4th. As is the blast furnace weather...whew
was that something. We could use a bit of rain but being able to throw the windows open and
enjoy the patio is certainly a blessing.

Been super busy of late. Did a bit of traveling to the UP where the high temp is 72 falling into
the 50’s at night. Even camped out for a night as part of my Field Day solo expedition. That
turned into a bit of a story, which I'll save for the meeting. The kids arranged for a fishing trip
on Lake Superior which turned out to be absolutely wonderful. It was warm (relatively), flat and
the fish were jumping in the boat which provided the stock for a delicious Friday Fish Fry that
same evening.

Though limited timewise, | managed to get in a little shack time and worked most of the 13
Colonies event stations. That pesky Brit station remains a complete irritant. | did actually hear
them on CW this year, so maybe that qualifies as an improvement. | refused to even try FT8
which did work last year to nab them. | remained a CW purist...perhaps not the brightest
move, but somehow it felt right. | also put my amp on the workbench as the meter light bulbs
both failed. What a nightmare. My tech skills are really bad, but in the end, it got done. Does
that count as a win?

OK, time for Club Stuff:

Looks like a normal meeting this month. Yea!! Presentation is our own Chad Stiles, N9PAY,
telling us about the latest DMR innovations. Of course we need to chat about Field Day and all
the other goodies of summer.

Board Meeting Month: We will have a Board Meeting on July 27th. Online. If you wish to
attend drop me a note and I'll forward the credentials.

And that’s the major stuff....See you at the Cleveland Pub for pre-meeting dinner and we can
catch up on everything else.



n WARAC General Meeting Minutes - June 9, 2026
Called to order by Pierre Porter KD9SSY@ 7:05 pm.
Attendance: Attendance: 24 - 22 members, 2 visitors.
Sendik's Grill: Brought in $371+/-. We had very good weather.
Operating events: 13 Colonies Special Event - July 1st to July7th,
Publication of the Month: June issue.
Site of the Month: .

Hamfests: .
July South Milwaukee swap fest - July 11,

Meeting Minutes: Approved.
Treasurer's Report Jerry: Income Sendix, $371+/-.

Meeting room TV Fund Raiser: We are moving forward, waiting for response.
Room 104 TV measured as 65".

Rebranding Logo / Name: Of the 4 Logo options that Mike showed at the last
meeting. Option 2 had the highest feedback of approval.

Web Site: No update.
Scholarship Winner: Emma Schaefer KC9YG]J, of Black Earth WI.

Field Day Dave Garnier, WB9OWN: June 27t at Valley View Park, New Berlin. Open
Shelter #2. Site size ~ 300' by 400'. 3A. Battery only. HF/VHF - CW, SSB, FT-8. Saturday
day time operation only. Food, water and soda is planned. There is a lot of parking.
Dave showed pictures of the sit. All are welcome.

WARAC Archiving - Tom Macon, K9BTQ: The DLARC online archiving project is
done. The Club still has 5 box's of stuff. Hamtrix, documents, slides and movies that
needs to find a a good home. Paper Hamtrix, some from 1956(spirit duplicator), 1991 -
2001 (Now scanned). 2001 to Now are electronic. Last 10 years are on the Web Site.
Member Rosters, 1961, 1974, 1975, 1997, 2000, 2005. Club QSL cards we received.,
Slides, Photo's and Movies from over the years. Members can look through and talk to
Tom about getting materials.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:30 pm.
Respectfully Submitted

Bill Dargis KD9BJZ

Secretary WARAC, June 9, 2026



CONTEST CORNER
AND DX REPORT

MICHAEL FALK, AA9RK

14.025.80

It doesn't get more summery than July, does it? As we are all recovering from quite a
successful club field day outing, here are the events on the air to watch for in July.

On July 11-12, the main event is the IARU HF World Championship. It runs for
24 hours from 7AM Saturday to 7AM Sunday. The exchange is signal report (59 or
599, I'd bet) and ITU Zone (ours is 8). This is one is a big one for organizations like
ARRL and its counterparts in other countries, and hopefully the bands will cooperate.
Both phone and CW are used in this event. If this is not your speed, there is also an
SKCC Sprintathon and (if | can) a POTA activation or two by yours truly.

The next weekend, starting July 18, there are two events | want to
spotlight. One | really want to point out is the CQ Worldwide VHF Digital
Contest. CQ has split its marquee VHF event over two weekends. The SSB/CW/FM
event took place on July 4 weekend, and this is the FT8 contest. It runs for 24 hours
Saturday morning into Sunday morning. The other event is the North American QSO
Party (RTTY), which runs for 12 hours. Here, the times are Saturday 1:00 PM until
Sunday 1:00 AM. | think RTTY is the most fun digital mode for contesting, though you
need to figure it out in advance. Figuring RTTY out on the fly is just not advisable.
Using the Weekly RTTY Test (Thursday nights, 8:45-9:15) is a great idea for testing out
your setup.

July 25-26, you can operate in the Alabama QSO Party, from 10 AM to 10 PM
local on Saturday, and you can also join the ARS Flight of the Bumblebees, which is a
QRP CW contest for four hours on Sunday afternoon. The "bumblebees" are portable
stations, though you are welcome to hunt them from home, too. Search online for the
contest name for more details and on how to register as a bumblebee.

The first weekend in August brings the North American QSO Party (CW), the
ARRL 222 MHz and UP Distance Contest, and the 10-10 International Summer Contest
(SSB), so hopefully there's something that appeals to everyone there.

How's DX? This month | am focusing on island DXpeditions.



The RT9K team is an Arctic DX-Islands On The Air Expedition. Their plan is to
activate these islands in the Barents and Kara Seas:

RI1PC, Chaichiy Island, July 4-7;

RIOBW, Vize Island, July 12-16;

RIOBU, Ugedineniya Island, July 18-21;

RIOBI, Isachenko Island, July 23-26.

They are active on all modes, at 1 KW on 40, 20, 17, and 15 meters, 500 W on 10
meters, and 100 W on 30 meters.

OX3LX will be activating Aasiaat Island, Greenland, from July 7-17. He is
focusing on 6 meters but will also be on HF.

Much less Arctic, much more Bay of Bengal, is the VU4R DXpedition. This is a
scouting/warm-up trip for the main DXpedition to take place in December. They will
be primarily SSB, 40-10 meters, from July 22-27.

Off Cameroon on the coast of West Africa, Mondoleh Island is being activated
by TJ1GD/P. He will be active until about mid-July.

And finally, closest to us, is VP5G from Turks and Caicos in the Caribbean.
They will be QRV from July 17 until the 30th, HF and 6 meters, all modes.

All of these stations are likely to be heard during the IOTA (Islands on the Air)
contest on July 25-26.

See you next month,
-Michael AA9RK

She: “Oh, John, I wish you’d quit this amateur game
and turn “pro.’ See how much money Red Grange made.”



KD9SSY Makes His First
Satellite Contact!

| am very pleased to report that | made my first satellite contact using the crossband
repeater aboard the ISS (International Space Station). The contact was unusual in that
it was completely inadvertent.

Inadvertent? How so?

| was just performing a test of my Baofeng DM-1701 hand-held radio with the
OpenGD77 firmware. Although the DM-1701 is a DMR radio, it has some interesting
capabilities. One interesting feature is that the accompanying CPS (Customer
Programming Software—the vendor’s software used to create/edit a radio’s code plug
and then upload it to the radio) can download up to 25 satellite predictions to the radio.
This information includes the satellite name, uplink and downlink frequencies, and the
AOS (Acquisition of Signal) time. Additionally, the firmware can compensate for Doppler
shift

| downloaded the satellite predictions and connected the DM-1701 to an Ed Fong dual-
band (VHF/UHF) “slim Jim” J-pole antenna. Mind you, this operation is from my shack,
and the antenna would be considered less than ideal—especially given that the satellite
pass was a bit low (about 24 degrees elevation at the peak). | had zero expectations;
however, as the satellite began to rise | heard stations working the ISS. It was a bit
scratchy, but I called out my callsign and, voila, | made a contact with an operator in
Massachusetts—over 800 miles away with a 5-watt (or less) HT. Nice! Below is the log
entry in QRZ:

QS0 Info Receiver Info Sender Info QSL Info
QS0 With K1CB Charles E Bresnahan Log ID 1460491434 C
B Linited States (Change)

QS0 Start Date: 2026-05-02 Time (UTC): 21:20 Show and set Q30 end time

Band 2m Log Split (Different TX/RX)

Frequency 145990 MHz Mode | FM
RST Sent 59 ﬂm Received 5% ﬂﬂ My Power 5 W
Comments | was at EN52. Used Ed Fong J-Pole with Baofang DM-1701 with CpenGD77 Firmware

V.

Satellite Mame [ARISS] ARISS - Mode FM

More Details + Contest | fhdiire | | + Propagation ¢ Antenna | | + Solar |



https://www.opengd77.org/

Field Day 2026 Preliminary Results

| have finished the Field Day ARRL data upload and I think I've
captured everything.

7 Hours Operation - 3 Transmitters

Band Mode Contacts | | Points
40Meters | FT4FT8 | 109 c\yipooin 218
20 Meters | CW _ 110 Digital = 2 points 220

Phone 13 Phone = 1 Point 13
FT4/FT8 19 38
15Metes CW = 6 12
. FT4/FT8 = 39 78
Phone = 2 2
10 Meters  FT4/FT8 = 29 58
6Metes  CW 2 4
. FT4/FT8 47 94
Phone = 31 31
2 Meters ~ FT4/FT8 3 6
~ Phone | 2 2
Total Q’s . 412 Points Sub-total 776
Power Multiplier 100W = 2X points | Total . 1552

Thank You to all who contributed to success of Field Day 2026,
| would not have been able to do this without your help!

Dave Gamier
Field Day Chairman


https://youtu.be/zdJ9Tbm8ALg?t=584

BIGITA[
DIGEST

July 2026 & Hamtrix e By Michael Johnson, WO9B

Com Port Control

Reading my morning email loadout with a hot coffee is always a nice way to to start the day. Of
late, my GroupslO daily digests are filled with wonderful user contributed / recommended apps
targeting my particular radio (Yaesu FTdx101D in my case). If your radio is of recent vintage
with a flourishing user base, then you’ve undoubtedly seen the same. Like panning for gold,
some of these nifty creative works are wildly tempting nuggets. The issue, for me, is how to
incorporate them, even on a test basis into my computer system without causing too much
chaos. In particular | am referencing the apps that require access to your radio’s CAT system,
which for most of us is funneled through a serial com port.

If you have a complicated shack configuration, com port issues, particularly with Window OS, is
a real concern. My computer application stack consists of 8 or so programs requiring access to
the radio’s CAT system. Not all of them run concurrently, but many of them do. An additional
complication is that they also require one of two control systems: OmniRig or Hamlib. They are
not compatible and most of my apps require either/or. In operation, these apps are constantly
requesting information from the radio's CAT system which means all those communications
target the radio’s serial port. The more apps you pile on, the more traffic and the inevitable
data collisions and communication failures occur.

The problem, as we all know, is that serial com ports allow only one direct connection. To
accomplish multiple connections to the radio’s single CAT

& e =l com port some sort of port sharing scheme is necessary.
y Fre s My SoOlUtioON is to use VSPE. This is commercial software
Leed T;E?«” which can be trialed, but to fully implement you purchase
;:':;ﬁ;’ the license. For years, | used its Virtual Splitter mode.
[Endge

- This is trivial to configure and allowed me to “share” the
radio’s CAT port with my logging, SDR, WSJT, and N1MM

2288 contest apps. It really worked well, or so | thought. As
time went on and | started adding more apps, | would
LSRN  — experience lockups and app failures. | attributed this to

Windows' sullied reputation and | put up with it.

A year ago | bought the Yaesu FTdx101D. | was looking
for an app to control the radio from my computer as that is my preferred mode of operating. |

looked at a couple of free apps (101Cats comes to mind), but settled on Win4Yaesu which had
a modest cost associated with it. It is a beautifully capable app with far more options than I'll
use. In discussions with the author regarding setup, he was quite disturbed at my VSPE port
sharing scheme and insisted that | implement the Win4Yaesu 3rd Party HW/SW sharing
capability. He explained that the app functions as a router eliminating data collisions, app drop
outs and lock ups. Seemed like a good idea to me.



https://eterlogic.com/
https://yaesu.va2fsq.com/

Hardware & User Preferences  3rd Pary SW/HW  CAT Macros  Spectrum and Startup Macros  F Key Macmos  Debug  Keyboard and Controliers

Software
Aux/CAT Port 1 Aux/CAT Port 2 Aux/CAT Pot 3 Aux/CAT Pot 4  Aux/CAT Port 5 Aux/CAT Port 6
Pot [COM20 | Pot [COM22 .| Pot [COM24 | Pot [COM26 | Pot [COM28 | Pot /COM20
Baud |38400 | Baud [38400 .| Baud (38400 | Baud (38400 .| Baud 38400 .| Baud [38400 /]
Tag Omning Tag MNIMM Tag VARAHF Tag Flnrg Tag MMTTY Tag
Disconnect Disconnect Dizconnect Disconnect Disconnect Connect
] CW Skimmer
The above shows how I've
implemented the app. Compared to Virbual COM Port 1
port sharing, there is an additional =T i N ——— | SIRTE R
step in assigning Null Modem port
pairs* to the serviced apps. VSPE [comz =l Pnout settings... | Cverne tmeouts
defines them as Virtual Pairs and they . e oo nes st v s 1
are simple to create. In my case, six 1
com port Virtual Pairs were created
and assigned to my various
applications as shown below.
. Virtual Serial Ports Emulator (x64) 1.5.7.460 : Standard license = O 4
File Language ‘“iew Device Emulation Tools Help
@ > %N E Dm
Device Title Status Connections | Received = Sent
Pair: COM15 «=> COMZ0 OmniRib: Log4om, SDR Con, WSJT oK e TEE.94 KB TB6.94 KB
Pair: COM21 «=> COMZ2 N1WM DK w2 0 byles 0 bytes
Pair: COM23 === COMZ4 VARA HF DK w2 0 byles 0 bytes
Pair: COWN2S <=> COM2E FLdigi, FlLrig DK w2 0 byles 0 bytes
Pair: CON2T === COMZ8 MNTTY oK 12 0 byles 0 bytes
Pair: COMAT === COM1& The 101 Box oK w2 0 byles 0 bytes

The end result has been a smooth operation with few problems. As the Win4Yaesu author
promised, my com ports have been tamed. This kum by yah moment, however, was too
good to last.

As mentioned in the opening to this article, the Al revolution has turned the average Clark
Kent ham into a programming Superman. In the last month alone, the FTdx101 GroupsIO
site has produced no fewer than half a dozen must try add-on apps that have upset my
serene Win4Yaesu setup. | have to admit that as nice as Win4Yaesu is, it has a pretty big
footprint and most of the time, I'd really like to operate with a much smaller CAT control
program, however giving up the com port sharing aspect was not acceptable. | needed a
different option, and right on cue, VSPE provided an alternative.

This is a case where the RTFM admonition is spot on. In truth, even if | had read the
manual, | most certainly would not have understood the benefit. It can take some time and



experience to crack through the gourd
occupying space above my shoulders.

B Sesial Router - Device properties.. x Turns out VSPE has a Serial Router
Sattngs | Device descrigtion | option which functions as a router/
i::fjﬂ:ﬂ"ﬁmmm'mb .switc.h for ;erial port inform.ation flow,
e e — just like WindYaesu. Setup is
wmtmmmmm_‘ essentially the same as Win4Yeasu and
[ —] e, | e | since the virtual ports were already
[~ s o connectons defined, they did not need to be
[ Betect ek incoming cosa sl | vt | recreated. They only needed to be
‘s T entered into the Target COM Ports list.
' i o What this configuration allows me to
Dits transformers... | Data transformess... | do is to drop in these odd duck apps by
[ 1 assigning them a com port pair. As an
FEREOa Selected COM Port settings example, referencing the Virtual Serial
Covzo Dits transformers... | Data transformers... | Port list on the previous page, Virtual
hg“‘g o ol = | Pair Corr_1 17/18 i.s Iisted_for The 191
i = - Box, which is a light weight substitute
[ Alowed to s data for Win4Yaesu. In fact, you can easily
[ ARned s e st et run multiple CAT control packages
[ Aways recsive sl incoming data concurrently by assigning them a
ek C0M Port e it Virtual Pair address. Unfortunately,
Srp— ; Win4Yaesu and VSPE Serial Router
cannot function concurrently...you
[+ Debect virtusl ports with musple lanes have to pick one or the other.

| hope you find the above information helpful. For those fluent in network operations, I'm sure
this is all remedial info. It has been enlightening for me and hopefully will lead me to enjoying
the programming work of the ham community. They do like to share!!

As a final note, | should acknowledge that the serial com port solution has entered the realm of
a legacy mode. TCP/IP techniques are becoming (have become?) the solution of choice, i.e. the
Icom IC-7300 Mk II. Still, if RS232 ports can still find a home in our hobby, serial com ports

most likely will not be banished anytime soon. As long as there's a USB cable still looking for a
plug-in, hope

Null Modem port pairs* Perhaps it is helpful to define how these pairs are actually assigned.
Thinking of them as a cable, one end plugs into the radio's Cat Port and the other end plugs
into the App. The way | assign them is a pair consists of a sequential odd/even number pair,
i.e. 19/20, 21/22 etc. | assign the even number to the router and the odd number to the App.
So looking at the pair 21/22 for N1MM, Port 22 is assigned to the router as shown in both the
diagrams above for the Wind4Yaesu and the VSPE Virtual Router solutions. Port 21 is assigned in
N1MM’s setup as shown below.

B Configqure: X
Hardward Function Keys Digtal Nodes  Other  Wikey  Mode Corsro! Anfennss Score Reporing Broadcast Dats WSJTUTDN Setup
Q soiv sazv ) 502
Part Aot Digi  CWither Deinds FadarPort
Hore TE.5m B
cou3 Home o Set DTR=Abways On ATS= Ay O Ta=Bom

l:l:ll.lh FTDXI010 ' | el IB400M 8,2 Mendstake T




ARRL AMERICA

The National Association for

Amateur Radio’ //

America Worked All States (WAS) is a year-long event, calling all
radio amateurs worldwide to make contact with all 50 US states in
honor of America’s 250th Anniversary. ARRL will produce a basic
achievement award for amateur radio operators who meet the
challenge. There are also 3 endorsements. Each week several W1AW
states are on the air calling cqg on different modes and bands. This
week the states of Colorado W1AW/0 and Montana W1AW/7 are on the
air. These contacts will be confirmed on Log Book of the World.

In April Gil, myself and a group of hams from Wisconsin operated as
W1AW/9. We assigned ourselves two hour shifts on a shared
spreadsheet for a mode and band. The Wisconsin Team made over
5,000 gso’s. To participate check out the America250 on the ARRL
website, View the schedule weekly to see the states and operators
calls. Wisconsin W1AW/9 is scheduled again the week of October 21,
2026. Our lead operator is WOXT Gary Sutcliffe. There is still an
opportunity to work all 50 states until the end of the this year.

73 Donna WB9TFF and Gil WB9TFH


https://www.arrl.org/america250

WARAC 2026 David
Knaus Memorrial
Scholarship Recipient
Announcement

WARAC is pleased to announce that Emma Schafer, KC9YG]J, has been selected as
the 2026 David Knaus Memorial Scholarship recipient.

Emma is from Black Earth, Wisconsin, and is a first-year Master’s student at the
University of Wisconsin. She holds a General Class amateur radio license and
is active in ARES/RACES. She is also a member of the Badger Amateur Radio
Society.

Emma received her first amateur radio license at the age of 10 and earned her
General Class license at age 13. She remains active on the air and continues to
represent the spirit of amateur radio through service, learning, and participation in
the ham radio community.

WARAC congratulates Emma on this well-deserved recognition and wishes her
continued success in her studies and amateur radio activities.

73,

Gary Beier, KD9VGL
Scholarship Chairman

West Allis Radio Amateur Club




DON'T KEY LIKE A PHONE MAN

SLOW SPEED CW QSO NET

CW Practice _
One of the best and maybe the only way to get better Officers and Board
at CW is practice. Having someone else who also President:

wants to practice also helps. Just makes it more fun. Mike Johnson WO9B
Vice-President

The West Allis Radio Club is going to try to help. We are Pierre Porter KD9ISSY

running a CW practice net on Monday at 8pm The

repeater is 147.045+ 127.3 the CW portion is on HF .
Treasure:

Mike WO9B has been joining me and setting up some iy Rezelsr RhOE

practice but we are open for suggestions on where to Secretary:
go with this. Come join us. Bill Dargi.s KD9BJZ

Committee member(2)
Scott Sherer, KCOWPS
Tom Macon K9BTQ

Past President:
Feroz Ghouse WU9N

Newsletter Editor
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
fhump@milwpc.com



