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WARAC 4th Tuesday  
Breakfast 
NOTE NEW LOCATION
    Several years ago there was talk 
among Nut Net members that we should 
get to meet each other.  A breakfast get 
together idea was started.  It was open to 
all hams, XYL/partners and anyone who 
wanted to learn about amateur radio.  
Even visiting OM/XYL couples joined us. 
    So, on the fourth Tuesday each month 
at 8:30 am we  meet at The Forum 
Restaurant, corner of HWY 100 and 
Layton, Greenfield, WI.  Looking forward 
to seeing you, mark your calendar.

Phil, W9NAW
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The seasons are changing.  A little lack of rain aside, it has been a really nice summer.  The 
good part of rainless July is that equates to No-Mow July!!  I’ll take it.  Time to plan your fall 
outdoor POTA’s and SOTA’s.  Get it going!!

Club Update

Monthly Meeting: Usual time and place this month as we get back into our regular pattern.  
The presentation is a Chuck Dellis, W9WLX, special on Polar Modulation.  This kind of hit the 
market via Flex’s Aurora product line.  I’m very much looking forward to hearing all about it.

Up Coming Elections:  I’ll keep banging on this topic.  We got some openings…Several key 
leadership positions—including President, Vice President, and Secretary—Help!!.

Sendik’s Grill Fund Raiser: That is coming up next weekend on Saturday, Sept 12th.  See 
Frank, KA9FZR to sign up and lend a hand.  This is the last one for the year.  I got to say I really 
enjoy them.

Pre Meeting Dinner: Grab a good parking spot at Hickory Grove and walk over to the 
Cleveland Pub for a hamburger / Taco special.  Couldn’t be more convenient.

Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting.  Come early, stay late and let’s have some 
fun.

President’s Shack - Sept ‘26
The Sun is Setting Earlier



4 WARAC Pizza Social – August 11, 2026

ProHeath Care Park
2950 S Sunnyslope Rd.
New Berlin, WI 53151
Shelter #2

Attendance: 24.

Started at 6:00pm and went until after 8pm.
People socialized and enjoyed pizza. 
Mike Johnson on 20m and Max Falk on 40m demonstrated FT8.

Respectfully Submitted
Bill Dargis KD9BJZ
Secretary WARAC, August 11, 2026
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Contest Corner and DX Report
Michael Falk, AA9RK

I feel like the summer went by in a blur, but if I think about what I wrote in June’s 
column and then the subsequent preparations for roving in the June VHF contest, it 
seems like ages ago. Irony?  Nuance?  Confusion?  You tell me.  Now that we’ve 
reached the school end of August, it’s time to look ahead to September and the 
“contest season”, as they call it.

September 11-13 is a busy weekend on the air.  The Worked All Europe DX 
Contest (SSB) is a 48 hour, weekend-log contest, if you are a phone operator.  If you 
prefer CW, the North American Sprint runs for four hours on Saturday night (this is 
the event where you call a station and work them, then they give up their frequency 
to you).  It’s chaotic at first, and speeds are fast, but the Sprints tend to be very 
friendly and fun events.  There are also many state events (Colorado QSO Party, New 
Jersey QSO Party, and Ohio State Parks on the Air), the Africa FT4 DX Contest, plus 
the ARRL September VHF Contest, on 6 meters and higher frequencies.  (September 
VHF tends to be a tougher contest because there is less propagation enhancement 
than in the June and January events.)  If you can make contacts on both 6 and 2 
meters at a distance of 50-100 miles, there are lots of QSOs to be had. Stations tend 
to hang out on FT8 digital during this contest.  There are different entry classes for 
analog and “all-mode” operators, but I feel like that tends to depress QSO numbers.

September 18-20 is a fun weekend on the air due to the variety of activities.  If 
you like RTTY contesting, the North American Sprint runs on Saturday night (just like 
the CW Sprint the weekend before, but digital), and the ARS Flight of the 
Bumblebees, which is a QRP contest encouraging portable and homebrew operation.  
(ARS is the same organization which runs the monthly Spartan Sprints.)  For the 
microwavers out there (talking about radio here, not heating up food), the ARRL 10 
GHz and Up contest will be on the air.  But the main event this weekend is all of the 
QSO Parties.  Iowa, New Hampshire, and Texas all run their QSO Parties, plus the 
Washington State Salmon Run is on the air along with Wisconsin Parks On The Air 
(WIPOTA), which I have participated in a few times.  Then on Monday, September 



6
21st, the 144 MHz Fall Sprint will take place for four hours on Monday evening 
(which four hours are up to you).  Analog contacts are worth 2 points while digital 
are worth 1; yet another different attempt to stop digital from wiping out analog 
modes on VHF+ bands.

September 25-27 is a quieter weekend unless you are into RTTY.  The CQ 
Worldwide DX Contest (RTTY) is 48 hours of digital fun, or perhaps just a very long 
weekend on the radio.  If you want to make DX RTTY contacts, this is your best 
chance of the year.  If you’d nore interested, check out the Maine QSO Party or the 
Bill Windle QSO Party, a CW contest put on by the FOC (the First Class CW 
Operators’ Club).

It feels strange to be talking about October already, but the first weekend of 
October brings the Collegiate QSO Party, the California QSO Party, the 50 MHz Fall 
Sprint (see what I said about 144 MHz two weeks earlier), and various contests with 
geographical focus (German Telegraphy contest; Russian Worldwide Digital Contest; 
Worked All Provinces of China DX contest; Oceania DX contest on SSB).

On the DX side, let’s talk Asia/Oceania this month:

3W0C (Hon Son Island, Vietnam) will be on the air on 6m (the focus), 10m, 15m, 
and 20m, from Islands On The Air AS-128.  Jacek SP5APW is the operator, and he’ll 
be on the air from September 4-12.

5W0AF (Apia, Samoa) is Jacek’s next stop from September 21 until mid-October.  
He’ll be SSB only, mostly on 10-40 meters.

P29YY (Papua New Guinea) will be active from Kavieng, from August 30th 
through September 8, with Maxim OH7O at the radio.  He’s starting on FT8 and 
possibly moving to other bands.

T32AZ (Kiritimati, East Kiribati) is being activated by Ken KH6QJ in September 
and October, mostly for the big SSB contests.  Kiritimati is also known as Christmas 
Island, and it’s smack in the middle of the Pacific Ocean.

See you next month,
-Michael AA9RK
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September 2026        *        Hamtrix        *        By Michael Johnson, WO9B

QSO One, Vibe Coding

A couple of weeks ago my ham radio newsfeed served up two or three articles plugging 
an awesome newly released software download that is the latest must have app for 
your computer/tablet/ internet fueled ham shack.  It caught my attention.  My project 
slate at the moment is really full, but this one had a slick webpage and an interest 
grabbing catch phrase:  “Ham Radio without the Hardware.  One free app.”

I held out for a couple of days before my resistance collapsed.  I downloaded it.

The app is called QSO One a slick webpage and tells a nice story.  It allows for digital 
voice mode access strictly via your computer, thus saving you from having to invest in 
radios and Rpi radio modems to participate in those modes.  Quick aside:  Aren’t radio’s 
what we do?  As in can you ever get enough radios?  Maybe I’m old school and getting 
a bit out of step….who knows?

I did install the package.  It works fine.  I managed to get on DMR Brandmeister and 
TGIF networks without too much trouble.  I also bounced into AllStar Link and EchoLink 
also without issue.  You should really download it and see what you think, but for myself 
it will be removed from my system in a week or two.  Personally my preference in 
operating those modes is to have a radio somewhere in the chain.  The ham on the 
other end of the conversation won’t know any different, but I will.  

It’s not the software, the interface or the user experience that is the purpose of this 
article.  QSO One is just the latest example of software development that has been 
labeled Vibe Coding.  This is software development by non-coders or marginal coders 
who develop the package by AI LLM.  These packages are everywhere now.  Is it a bad 
thing?  I don’t think so, but it is a revolution in software development and is crossing 
lines that have been normalized over the years.  The issues of respecting other’s work, 
open source, IP property rights, copyright, malware concerns and monetization.  There 
is something in play here that just feels unresolved.  Is trouble a brewing?

QSO One is now listed as free software, started off as a free version with a paid version 
option for their premium features.  By the time I got around to downloading it, the paid 
upgrade version had been abandoned and the premium features were all now part of 
the free version. My cursory review of the website showed a copyright symbol, but no 
user license notification.  No source code was available, or none that I saw.  Yet here is 
an agglomeration software that is largely open source based (DMR, EchoLink, AllStar, 
M17).  No attribution.  No license source listings.  I suspect playing Wack-A-Mole with 
Vibe Coded software will prove very difficult.  It feels like we are into a new game here.  

https://qso1.net/


I am a big fan and user of open source software.  I don’t for a minute mind sending 
contributions to maintainers for their efforts.  I don’t mean to single out QSO One, 
but given the information available to me, I just don’t know.  That’s enough to make 
me cautious.  It is not how I like to operate.
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Rag chewers club: Everything You Need to Know
by Richard

The Rag Chewers Club, traditionally an introductory amateur radio award, was issued to 
the operators of thousands of amateur radio stations and many long-time operators can 
proudly claim to have received it as their first award in the 1950’s and 1960’s.

Novice, Technician or Extra–start off right, where just about every awards hunter 
begins, with the Rag Chewers Club certificate, which encourages friendly, meaningful 
contacts, rather than the impersonal hello-goodbye QSO. “Chew the rag” for at least 
1/2 hour, and report that QSO to HQ, and enclose a business-size SASE. Your Rag 
Chewers Club certificate will be sent to you by return mail. Your first contact as a 
licensed amateur could earn your first award!

Originally available to ARRL members for the price of a confirmed half-hour QSO and a 
self-addressed stamped envelope, and later for a $10 fee, the award was issued by 
ARRL headquarters until 2004. As the cost of issuing the awards continued to increase, 
the number of applications for many of the common introductory radio amateur honors 
began to decline.

    “One of the most popular ham activities is simply chatting about nothing in 
particular. In other words, chewing the fat, or in ham jargon, ‘Rag Chewing’. Based on 
this popular activity, it seems only right that rag chewing should be acknowledged as a 
truly ham activity. For anyone not familiar with the term, rag chewing isn’t just 
contacting someone. It involves actually conversing, talking and listening for more than 
a few minutes.”

Demise and relaunch

On Feb 12, 2004, three long-time ARRL awards were discontinued: “Effective 
immediately, the ARRL Awards Branch has discontinued the Rag Chewer’s Club, the Old 
Timer’s Club and the Friendship Award.

ARRL Membership Services Manager Wayne Mills, N7NG, says that the number of 
amateurs applying for awards in general has declined significantly over the years, and 
interest in these three awards had slowed to a trickle. DXCC and WAS remain among 
the most popular ARRL Awards, he said, but the eliminated awards ‘had outlived their 
interest level.'”
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Of the three, two (RCC and Friendship Award) were awarded a new ARRL member could 
easily earn.

ARRL Friendship Award
    “The purpose of this award is to encourage friendly contact between radio amateurs 
(hams) and thereby discover new friends through personal communication with others. 
The ARRL Friendship Award is available to any ARRL member who submits log extracts 
that show two-way communications with 26 stations whose callsigns end with each of 
the 26 letters of the alphabet. (For example W4RA, K0ORB, W3ABC…K1ZZ.)”

The third was an award for operators who had first been on-air twenty or more years 
ago:

Old Timer’s Club
    “The coveted OTC certificate can be yours if you have been licensed at least 20 
years. Drop a note to HQ with the date of your first license, and your call (both then and 
now), along with a business-size SASE. HQ will verify this information and send your Old 
Timers Club certificate promptly.”

Society for the Preservation of Amateur Radio

The Rag Chewers Club award was promptly re-launched by the Society for the 
Preservation of Amateur Radio (SPAR), which announced that as of September 1, 2004 
that it would administer this award following the old ARRL rules.

All a ham needs to do is get an RCC is to present evidence of having had an actual one-
on-one QSO that lasted at least 30 minutes, on any legal amateur frequency.

In order to permit the Rag Chewers Club (español: «Club de Radioaficionados 
Charlatans») award to be made available free of charge to all licensed radio amateurs, 
certificates are distributed by e-mail as Adobe PDF files that can be printed and framed. 
The awards are numbered and enforceable by mode.

https://www.onallbands.com/rag-chewing-a-lost-art/

Editorial 
September is here where does the time go? I can blame some of the time use on Ham 
radio, in its various forms. 
I’m on the Nutnet most mornings. Checking on the States weather and any other topic 
that comes up. 
In August Mike WO9B, Gary KV9VGL and me went on a three park (wilderness areas ) 
POTA activation. At each one stopped at Mike threw up his Spark plug antenna set up 
some chairs, hooked up the FT-891 to a battery. Using our portable QSO party tested 
laptop board we got on the air and made contacts using SSB and CW. When one looks 
back (not that far) saying you had a portable rig brings to mind a whole different set 

https://www.onallbands.com/rag-chewing-a-lost-art/
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America Worked All States (WAS) is a year-long event, calling all 
radio amateurs worldwide to make contact with all 50 US states in 
honor of America’s 250th Anniversary.  ARRL will produce a basic 
achievement award for amateur radio operators who meet the 
challenge.  There are also 3 endorsements.  Each week several W1AW 
states are on the air calling cq on different modes and bands.  This 
week the states of Colorado W1AW/0 and Montana W1AW/7 are on the 
air.  These contacts will be confirmed on Log Book of the World.    

In April Gil, myself and a group of hams from Wisconsin operated as 
W1AW/9.  We assigned ourselves two hour shifts on a shared 
spreadsheet for a mode and band.  The Wisconsin Team made over 
5,000 qso’s.  To participate check out the America250 on the ARRL 
website.  View the schedule weekly to see the states and operators 
calls. Wisconsin W1AW/9 is scheduled again the week of October 21, 
2026. Our lead operator is W9XT Gary Sutcliffe.  There is still an 
opportunity to work all 50 states until the end of the this year.  

73 Donna WB9TFF and Gil WB9TFH

up! Maybe one for strong backs HI HI

I will say having built a Heathkit HW-8 back when, we have come a long way! The trip 
has been fun.

One has to wonder what is coming down the road. I’m sure it will be interesting.

73
Frank Hamtrix editor

https://www.arrl.org/america250
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High Frequency 1988 (A true HAM Radio collector&#39;s item.) -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWQNyc-p-xI

MGM film about Ham Radio (Vintage movie) -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaQwkYWfCIU

Vintage Amateur Radio ham MEMORIES 1960s 1970 history a film restoration -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLjrr8Mgu5A

The World of Amateur Radio &amp; director&#39;s comments -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEl8SJe_zY8

Voskhod -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnMqT8QbvaM

Electronics Inventory Reduction

Decision has been made to reduce the inventory of all my electronics.

Have already started to collect to store  all kinds of items such as
connectors, knobs, switches, capacitors, meters, antenna parts,
ARRL manuals, odd replacement pieces and the list goes on.

What ever is not wanted by someone will be taken to the "dump".

Date for this event is still TBD, but probably mid October.

Suggest that of you are interested, e-mail back to me and I will 
start an e-mail list.

73,
Phil Gural, W9NAW
janphil68@att.net

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWQNyc-p-xI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaQwkYWfCIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLjrr8Mgu5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEl8SJe_zY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnMqT8QbvaM
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CW Practice
One of the best and maybe the only way to get better 
at CW is practice.  Having someone else who also 
wants to practice also helps. Just makes it more fun.

The West Allis Radio Club is going to try to help. We are 
running a CW practice net on Monday at 8pm The 
repeater is  147.045+ 127.3  the CW portion is on HF 

Mike WO9B has been joining me and setting up some 
practice but we are open for suggestions on where to 
go with this. Come join us.
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